June 12, 2007

Town Board Minutes

 A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on Tuesday June 12, 2007 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located on One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected officials and appointed staff in attendance:



LINDA D. PUGLISI 



Supervisor 


JOSEPH D. CERRETO


Councilmember



FRANCIS X. FARRELL


Councilmember



JOHN E. SLOAN 



Councilmember

Absent:
ANN LINDAU



Councilmember

Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 


Town Clerk 



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.


Town Attorney



GLENN CESTARO 



Comptroller



EDWARD VERGANO 


DOTS, Director



KATHLEEN BURLESON 


DES, Director 
JEFFERY TKACS
DES, Homeland Safety & Security Coordinator 

CLAUDIA VAHEY
Human Res. Coordinator

ROSEMARY BOYLE-LASHER
Assistant to the Director of DOTS

RENE BRACKEN 
Acting Deputy Town Clerk
* * * * * * * * * *

MEETING CALLED to ORDER

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:35 pm. 
* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE to the FLAG

Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag. 

* * * * * * * * * *
SUPERVISOR’S PROLAMATIONS and REPROTS
Supervisor Puglisi said that Thursday June 14, 2007 is Flag Day, which is an important holiday and event in our society, so please honor our flag, especially on Flag Day.  Also coming up is the birth of our nation on July 4th.  I would like to wish everyone a very happy and safe July 4th holiday.  
* *
Supervisor Puglisi said that she, Councilmember Cerreto and our colleagues had a lovely Memorial Day ceremony here at the Town Hall along with our Veteran’s Council.  The Memorial Day ceremony is being shown on channel 78 so please watch that ceremony if you have not already.  
* *

Supervisor Puglisi said that she and her colleagues have been very busy over the course of the month.  There were five DARE graduations this month.  Supervisor Puglisi said that she was able to attend four of them and thoroughly enjoyed the ceremonies.  She said that she wanted to thank Croton Police Department, in particular officer Gabrielsen, for their help in making the DARE program possible.  

* *

SUPERVISOR’S PROLAMATIONS and REPROTS, (continued)

Tonight on our agenda the Town is going to partner with Lakeland School District and the Town of Yorktown schools for a School Youth Resource Officer for the Copper Beach Middle School.  The Town participates with the Cortlandt Coalition and all of these events and organizations have one goal in mind, to help our youth and students with substance abuse prevention.  
* *

Supervisor Puglisi said that as you know all of our departments are planning to apply for grants to help offset our taxpayers and our capital projects that the Town does.  This is done so that the Town does not have to take money out our treasury.  The Town has done about $81,000,000 of capital improvement projects during Supervisor Puglisi’s administration over the years.  The Town has just learned the other day that it has received an important grant from the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation to repair the Cortlandt Lake Dam in the northern part of Cortlandt.  The amount of $651,000 was received for this project.  This will cover about 90% of the construction, which will go out to bid soon.  

* *

Supervisor Puglisi said that the Town is hard at work.  The Comptroller’s Office gave the Town Board and the Supervisor a list of closed out Town accounts and capital projects, which have been completed.  There was a surplus of money which totaled $242,000.  This money will go back into various accounts including our general fund and the Town will be able to use these funds for other projects that are coming up.  
* *

Supervisor Puglisi said that an issue that is very important to her is protecting open space, and to continue to control development in our community balancing smart growth and preserving open space.  The Town has been successful over the years in preserving an additional 3,000 acres of open space.  In January the Supervisor said that she and the Town Board came out with a report that talked about some ideas and recommendations for open space to move forward.  Next month the Town Board will be coming out with a progress report on those recommendations.  Almost 90% of those projects have been implemented already.  

* *

Supervisor Puglisi said that Abee Rose is a development that went before the Planning Board for about four or five years.  The Town Board wanted to make sure this development went through the process and environmental process.  The Planning Board looked at the entirety of the issues and hold public hearings.  The Planning Board, after a lengthy review, denied the application, which they had the right to do.  There is an article 78 procedure that the property owner or developer can file.  In this case it was the developer who, filed on the Town of Cortlandt, which turned into a lawsuit.  The Town then went to court and won in the New York State Supreme Court.  
* *

Supervisor Puglisi said that this Thursday is Flag Day and the Town will be holding a Veterans Annual Picnic for our Cortlandt Regional Veterans Committee.  
* * * * * * * * * *
ROLL CALL
On a roll call attendance was taken all Town Board members indicated their attendance with the exception of Councilmember Ann Lindau who was absent. 
* * * * * * * * * *  
TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Farrell said this past weekend he represented the Town Board and the people of the Town of Cortlandt in recognizing the accomplishment of several of the girls of our community who received the Girl Scouts Gold Award, the highest honor in Girl Scouts.  The recipients of the award were as follows: Krysten Beck, Lauren Carlson, Rebecca Capsuto, Emily Cick, Catherine Cronin, Kristen Daubenbis, Emily Davies, Kim Davis, Sabrina Dillers, Cristina Esposito, Colleen Foley, Nancy Frisina, Katelyn Kessler, Molly Little, Ashley Medlar and Jennifer Walsh.  These girls worked on a lot of projects that dealt with social and environmental issues in the community.  They got involved in collecting blankets for the homeless, organizing midnight runs to the city to talk to the homeless, building furniture for senior citizens and improving libraries.  
* *

Councilmember Farrell said that on the same weekend he was able to attend an Eagle Scout ceremony in Croton for Troop 28.  There were two boys there who received the Eagle Scout award, which is the highest award in boy scouting.  Kevin Vail and Matthew Skalak both had projects that involved environmental issues.  Kevin worked at the Croton Point Nature Center and Matthew worked at the Jane E. Lyttle Arboretum in Croton-on-Hudson.  They both worked on projects that were going to improve the facilities for the use of the public.  One of the Eagle Scouts preserved a forest by putting in improvements that would mitigate the impacts created by the golf course that was built a few years ago.  
* *

Councilmember Farrell said that the Village of Croton did a lot to help the Town this last month as the Supervisor has mentioned.  The Village of Croton provided a Police Officer to instruct the Hendrick Hudson School 5th graders in the DARE curriculum.  Councilmember Farrell said that he would like to give thanks to the Mayor, Trustees, and Chief Dennis Coxen of the Village of Buchanan for providing Chilf Gabrielsen who did an outstanding job with the DARE program.  
* *

Councilmember Farrell said that on May 16, 2007 there was a storm that came through our area.  Particularly hard hit was the Village of Croton, the storm took down a lot of trees and caused power outages.  The Town of Cortlandt was able to help by sending down a number of our Department of Environmental Services personnel and equipment.  Councilmember Farrell said that he thinks that the DARE program and the storm are both a good examples of how municipalities in Westchester County can work together.  Councilmember Farrell said that he thinks shared services will lead to better services and lower cost to taxpayers.  
* * * * *

Councilmember John Sloan said that the Town has two agenda items that the Town Board will be voting on regarding long term transportation projects.  These projects are in very preliminary stages and quite long term if they ever do happen.  The Town Board decided to move forward with these projects, but has chosen not to endorse anything yet because the Town Board is yet to get anything concrete.  

TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (continued)
Councilmember Joe Cerreto said that the VA facility in Montrose and Castle Point have formed a task force.  Washington has come around and decided to keep services at these campuses since there is no public transportation up to Castle Point.  Councilmember Cerreto said that he was asked to serve on this task force.  What the VA is trying to do is to know what services that Veterans would like to see at the VA.  This information does have to get back to Washington sometime in July so there is not much time.  The VA is talking of things like ambulatory surgery, optometry, and oncology.   Councilmember Cerreto said that he is not quite sure what they are thinking or where this is going.  So he would like to hear from the community and Veterans to have their opinion.  The VA is opened to almost anything.  
* *

Councilmember Cerreto said that as you know many of our men and women are coming back from Iraq and Afghanistan and in some cases have horrific injuries.  Councilmember Cerreto said that there is an organization out there called Fisher House.  Fisher House builds faculties at medical treatment areas.  They build houses for family members, which it is always helpful to have family member around when you are going through this type of treatment.  Family members can stay at these faculties for free.  They have now added something to the Fisher House where they take donated air miles so that family members can be flown to these facilities for free.  If you would like to know more about it and would like to donate air miles you can go to www.fisherhouse.org.  
* * * * * * * * * *

APPROVAL of the MINUTES

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of May 15, 2007 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Cerreto seconded the motion and all voted AYE.  
* * * * * * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
None 

* * * * * * * * * *

HEARING of CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)

None
* * * * * * * * * *

BID REPORTS 

None
* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS 

Councilmember Cerreto moved the following documents be received and ordered filed.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion. 
For the month of May, 2007 from the Office for the Aging, Purchasing Department, and the Town Clerk. 

* * * * * * * * * *

OLD BUSINESS
Councilmember Cerreto moved the following documents be received and ordered filed and then indicated resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:
Receive and File the following:

Annual Report and Municipal Compliance Certification form with respect to Stormwater Phase II.

* *

Report with respect to traffic restrictions on Chapel Hill (Chapel Place). 

* *
GIS Flowchart and Report from the Department of Technical Services. 

* *
Letter from the NYS DEC announcing the award of grant funding in the amount of $651,000 with respect to remediation of the Cortlandt Lake Dam. 

* *

Memo from the Supervisor regarding the recent court victory with respect to Abee Rose development.
There was no discussion.  All vote AYE. 
* * * * * * * * * *

NEW BUSINESS
Councilmember Cerreto moved the following documents be received and ordered filed and the resolutions adopted, as indicated, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

Receive and File the following:
Letter from the Westchester County Electrical Licensing Board to the County Executive regarding inspection companies. 

* *

Letter from Catherine Ocskay requesting a stop sign at the intersection of Jacobs Hill Road; and refer to DES, DOTS and the Traffic Safety Committee. 

* *

Letter from Herbert Hirshan with requesting speed bumps on Winthrop Drive; and refer to DES, DOTS and the Traffic Safety Committee; and the Law Department.  

* * 

Letter from Catucci Construction requesting the Town petition the Town of Yorktown to include parcels into the Hunterbrook Sewer District; and refer to DOTS.  
NEW BUSINESS, (continued)
Letter from Pasquale Carbone requesting a License Agreement to construct a wall in a Town right-of-way; and refer to the Leal Department, DES and DOTS.  

* *

Letter from Lynn Maietta with respect to a pothole on Sprout Brook Road; and refer to DES. 

* *

Letter from Lisa Piccirillo with respect to Cardinal Road; and refer to DES. 

* *

Letter from Ralph Amato with respect to sewer service on Maple Avenue; and refer to DOTS. 

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said the items on here for receive and file and for referrals.  Next month July 17, 2007 we will get reports from our department heads and the Town Board will act accordingly.  
There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.  
* * * * * * * * * *

RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.)

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

RESOLUTION NO. 166-07 – RE:  Appoint Rosemary Boyle Lasher to the title Assistant to the Director of DOTS per Civil Service procedure. 

* *

RESOLUTION NO. 167-07 – RE:  Appoint Jeff Tkacs to the title Coordinator/Safety & Security (Town of Cortlandt) per Civil Service. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 168-07 – RE:  Appoint Tim Fisher to the title Recreation Supervisor in the Recreation Division of DES per Civil Service procedure.  

* *

RESOLUTION NO. 169-07 – RE:  Appoint Susan Gordon to the title Office Assistant (automated systems) in the Sanitation Division of DES per Civil Service procedure. 

* *

RESOLUTION NO. 170-07 – RE:  Appoint Christian Edwards to the title Senior Office Assistant (automated systems) to fill a vacancy of David Perez in the Highway Division of DES. 
* *

RESOLUTIONS, (continued)

RESOLUTION NO. 171-07 – RE:  Authorize the upgrade for David Perez of a laborer to the title MEO for DES. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 172-07 – RE:  Appoint Two additional seasonals for the Department of Environmental Services. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 173-07 – RE:  Appoint Charles Travis for temporary Highway/DES services. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 174-07 – RE:  Amend the V&T Code with respect to a stop sign at the intersection of Dogwood Road and Radio Terrace; and Receive and File a report with respect to same. 
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 175-07 – RE:  Schedule a Special Town Board Meeting for June 18, 2007 to award various Professional Service Contracts and authorize other lawful acts. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 176-07 – RE:  Resolution endorsing the NYS DOT study of the Bear Mt. Parkway extension from Rt. 202 to Taconic Parkway. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 177-07 – RE:  Resolution endorsing the NYS DOT study of a Rt. 6 Bypass.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said the resolution refers to endorsing the New York State DOTS study of a Route 6 bypass.  The Town is not condoning or supporting any recommendations at this time.  The Town is only supporting the concept to review several recommendations at this time.  For our citizens that live in the northeast section of Cortlandt.  The Town would like to assure that it will not support any bypass that would impact this area.  
There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.
* * * * *
Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

Authorize the following with respect to the Department of Technical Services:

A. RESOLUTION NO. 178-07 – RE:  Seek bids with respect to a roof at the 7th Street Water Department garage. 

B. RESOLUTION NO. 179-07 – RE:  Seek bids with respect to a new boiler at the Community Center. 
RESOLUTIONS, (continued)

C. RESOLUTION NO. 180-07 – RE:  Receive and File the 2007 paving list; and Seek bids for same. 

D. RESOLUTION NO. 181-07 – RE:  Homeland Safety and Security and the Planning Division of DOTS to apply to the NYS Emergency Management Office for a $100,000 grant for the development of an All-Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

E. RESOLUTION NO. 182-07 – RE:  Authorize application for grant funds for design and implementation of landscape for the Steamboat Riverfront Park. 

F. RESOLUTION NO. 183-07 – RE:  Authorize application for grant funds for the construction of a restroom facility at Sprout Brook Park using Green Technology. 

G. RESOLUTION NO. 184-07 – RE:  Authorize application for grant funds for the construction of a pedestrian bridge with respect to the riverfront at the VA Campus in Montrose; and request funds from Metro North. 
H. RESOLUTION NO. 185-07 – RE:  Authorize application for estuary grant funds for the education interpretive center at the Annsville Creek area. 

I. RESOLUTION NO. 186-07 – RE:  Award an RFP with respect to a drainage project on Furnace Dock Road near the intersection of Dickerson Road. 

J. RESOLUTION NO. 187-07 – RE:  Seek bids for controllers and software with respect to the Town Hall HVAC. 

K. RESOLUTION NO. 188-07 – RE:  Schedule a Public Hearing with respect to amending the Flood Plain Ordinance.

* *

RESOLUTION NO. 189-07 – RE:  Authorize the Comptroller to close out various Capital Project Accounts which are completed and have unexpended balances. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 190-07 – RE:  Authorize an Intermunicipal Agreement with respect to a School Resource Program at Copper Beech Middle School. 
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 191-07 – RE:  Schedule a Public Hearing for July 17, 2007 to consider a Franchise Agreement with Verizon. 
* *
RESOLUTIONS, (continued)

RESOLUTION 192-07 – RE:  Accept security in the amount of $20,000 with respect to Planning Board Resolution No. 40-06 and the Hudson Valley Hospital Center. 

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi said that the Town has been paving roads and has tried to include as many roads as it possibly can this year.  If you have requested to have your road paved and it is not on this list it is because we have to do some drainage work, covert work and/or waterline work.  If you have any question about this you can call Ed Vergano or Kathleen Burleson.  
Supervisor Puglisi said that the Town is applying for many grants and projects within the Town.  One of the projects is to upgrade and redo the Annsville Circle area, to make it more attractive and safer.  
Many people have contract the Supervisor about the franchise agreement with Verizon.  The Town will be scheduling a public hearing, so if anyone wants to come out and talk about that on July 17, 2007 you are more then welcome.  
There was no discussion.  All voted AYE. 
* * * * * * * * * *

ADDITIONS to the AGENDA

Councilmember Cerreto moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, the communications be received and ordered filed and the resolutions adopted.  Councilmember Lindau seconded the motion.  
Receive and File:

Letters from the Verplanck Residents Association and the Verplanck Fire Department with respect to planting an evergreen tree in the Overlook area; and refer to Legal and DES; DOTS. 

* *
Traffic Report from Metro-North with respect to the Cortlandt Train Station; and refer to DOTS and DES. 

* *
Resolutions:

RESOLUTION NO. 193-07 – RE:  Award a Professional Service Contract for remediation of the Town Museum located on 7th Street in Verplanck. 
* *
RESOLUTION NO. 194-07- RE:  Authorize DOTS to enter into an Agreement with respect to surveying services for Roa Hook Road. 

* *
RESOLUTION NO. 195-07 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to enter into an Agreement with respect to soil testing. 

* *
ADDITIONS to the AGENDA, (continued)

RESOLUTION NO. 196-07 – RE:  Authorize DOTS to enter into an Professional Service Agreement with respect to reviewing the plans for the Hudson Valley Hospital Center. 

Discussion:  Councilmember Farrell said that about the tree on the overlook.  Could we also refer back to DOTS to have Richard take a look at that to see if soil and conditions are good enough to grow?
There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.  
* * * * * * * * * *

BUDGET TRANSFERS

None
* * * * * * * * * *
REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 
None
* * * * * * * * * *

SECOND HEARING of CITIZENS

None
* * * * * * * * * *

ADJOURNMENT 

Councilmember Farrell moved the meeting be adjourned at 8:08 pm, seconded by Councilmember Sloan. 
Respectfully submitted, 

                                                                                         JO-ANN DYCKMAN, 

                 Town Clerk
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